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Hannah Arendt and the Limits of
Total Domination

Responding to the increasingly influential role of Hannah Arendt’s political
philosophy in recent years, Hannah Arendt and the Limits of Total Domi-
nation: The Holocaust, Plurality, and Resistance, critically engages with
Arendt’s understanding of totalitarianism. According to Arendt, the main
goal of totalitarianism was total domination; namely, the virtual eradica-
tion of human legality, morality, individuality, and plurality. This attempt,
in her view, was most fully realized in the concentration camps, which
served as the major “laboratories” for the regime. While Arendt focused
on the perpetrators’ logic and drive, Michal Aharony examines the per-
spectives and experiences of the victims and their ability to resist such an
experiment.

The first book-length study to juxtapose Arendt’s concept of total domi-
nation with actual testimonies of Holocaust survivors, this book calls for
methodological pluralism and the integration of the voices and narratives of
the actors in the construction of political concepts and theoretical systems.
To achieve this, Aharony engages with both well-known and non-canonical
intellectuals and writers who survived the Auschwitz and Buchenwald con-
centration camps. Additionally, she analyzes the oral testimonies of survi-
vors who are largely unknown, drawing from interviews conducted in Israel
and in the U.S., as well as from videotaped interviews from archives around
the world.

Revealing various manifestations of unarmed resistance in the camps, this
study demonstrates the persistence of morality and free agency even under
the most extreme and de-humanizing conditions, while cautiously suggest-
ing that absolute domination is never as absolute as it claims or wishes to
be. Scholars of political philosophy, political science, history, and Holocaust
studies will find this an original and compelling book.

Michal Aharony is currently teaching in Beit-Berl College, Israel. She was
a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Hebrew University, the International Institute
for Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem, and the Open University, Israel.
Her research interests include history of political ideas in modern political
thought and Holocaust studies.



Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought

For a full list of titles in this series, please visit www.routledge.com

69 Hemingway on Politics and
Rebellion
Edited by Lauretta Conklin
Frederking

70 Social Theory in
Contemporary Asia
Ann Brooks

71 Governmentality
Current Issues and Future
Challenges
Edited by Ulrich Bréckling,
Susanne Krasmann and Thomas
Lemke

72 Gender, Emotions and Labour
Markets—Asian and Western
Perspectives
Ann Brooks and Theresa
Devasahayam

73 Alienation and the
Carnivalization of Society
Edited by Jerome Braun and
Lauren Langman

74 The Post-Colonial State in
the Era of Capitalist
Globalization
Historical, Political and
Theoretical Approaches to State
Formation
Tariq Amin-Khan

75

76

77

78

79

80

The Psychology and Politics of
the Collective

Groups, Crowds and Mass
Identifications

Edited by Ruth

Parkin-Gounelas

Environmental Solidarity
How Religions Can Sustain
Sustainability

Pablo Martinez de Anguita

Comedy and the Public

Sphere

The Rebirth of Theatre as Comedy
and the Genealogy of the Modern
Public Arena

Arpad Szakolczai

Culture, Class, and Critical
Theory

Between Bourdieu and the
Frankfurt School

David Gartman

Environmental Apocalypse in
Science and Art

Designing Nightmares

Sergio Fava

Conspicuous and Inconspicuous
Discriminations in

Everyday Life

Victor N. Shaw


http://www.routledge.com

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

Understanding the Tacit
Stephen P. Turner

The Politics of Expertise
Stephen P. Turner

Globalized Knowledge Flows
and Chinese Social Theory
Xiaoying Qi

Reconstructing Social Justice
Lauretta Conklin Frederking

The Dialectics of Inquiry Across
the Historical Social Sciences
David Baronov

How Groups Matter
Challenges of Toleration in
Pluralistic Societies

Edited by Gideon Calder, Magali
Bessone and Federico Zuolo

The Politics of Rationality

Reason through Occidental History

Charles P. Webel

Gramsci, Materialism, and
Philosophy
Esteve Morera

Emotions and Social Change
Historical and Sociological
Perspectives

Edited by David Lemmings and
Ann Brooks

John Rawls and the History of
Political Thought

The Rousseauvian and Hegelian
Heritage of Justice as Fairness
Jeffrey Bercuson

‘What Holism Can Do for Social
Theory
Barbara Hanson

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

929

100

The Sociology of Knowledge in
a Time of Crisis

Challenging the Phantom of
Liberty

Onofrio Romano

Cosmopolitanism and the
Legacies of Dissent
Tamara Caraus and
Camil-Alexandru Parvu

The Metaphysics of
Technology
David Skrbina

The Political Thought of Hume
and His Contemporaries:
Enlightenment Projects Vol 1
Frederick G. Whelan

The Political Thought of Hume
and His Contemporaries:
Enlightenment Projects Vol 2
Frederick G. Whelan

Rosa Luxemburg in Action:
For Revolution and Democracy
Rosemary H. T. O’Kane

Innovation Contested

The Idea of Innovation over the
Centuries

Benoit Godin

Phenomenology of Youth
Cultures and Globalization
Lifeworlds and Surplus Meaning
in Changing Times

Edited by Stuart R. Poyntz and
Jacqueline Kennelly

Hannah Arendt and the Limits
of Total Domination

The Holocaust, Plurality, and
Resistance

Michal Aharony



This page intentionally left blank



Hannah Arendt and the

Limits of Total Domination
The Holocaust, Plurality, and Resistance

Michal Aharony

£ Y Routledge

E Taylor & Francis Group
NEW YORK AND LONDON



First published 2015
by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

and by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group,
an informa business

© 2015 Taylor & Francis

The right of Michal Aharony to be identified as author of this work has been
asserted by her in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any
information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from
the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Aharony, Michal.

Hannah Arendt and the limits of total domination : the holocaust, plurality,
and resistance / by Michal Aharony.

pages cm. — (Routledge studies in social and political thought ; 100)
1. Arendt, Hannah, 1906—1975—Ceriticism and interpretation.

2. Totalitarianism. 1. Title.

JC251.A74A32 2014

320.5—dc23 2014030441

ISBN: 978-0-415-70256-0 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-203-79566-8 (ebk)

Typeset in Sabon
by Apex CoVantage, LLC



For my parents



This page intentionally left blank



By its very nature, when it comes to describing reality, art always
demands a certain intensification, for many and various reasons.
However, that is not the case with the Holocaust. Everything in it
already seems so thoroughly unreal, as if it no longer belongs to the
experience of our generation, but to mythology. Thence comes the
need to bring it down to the human realm. This is not a mechanical
problem, but an essential one. When I say, “to bring it down,” I do
not mean to simplify, to attenuate, or to sweeten the horror, but to
attempt to make the events speak through the individual and in bis
language, to rescue the suffering from huge numbers, from dreadful
anonymity, and to restore the person’s given and family name, to
give the tortured person back his human form, which was snatched
away from him.

Aharon Appelfeld, “After the Holocaust”
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